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PHYSICIAN REPORTING LAWS 
med In 

issues will provide information on the 
relationship of chronic conditions to traffic 

involvement, and the practices and policies 
employed by California's licensing agency. the 
Department of Motor Vehicles, in med 
fitness to drive. 

The final as to whether a med I 

driver qualifies for the is the responsibility of the 
of Motor (D M V). The d 

ability to exercise reasonable and ordinary control in 
the operation of a motor vehicle despite impairment is 
the to their determination. To ensure 
licensing control, the Department must 
the medical for the identification 
potentially hazardous medical conditions. 

Recognizing the medical profession's vital role in the 
promotion of traffic the ure established 
laws as early as 1939 requiring ns to report 
patients with conditions likely to cause la of 
consciousness or control. These laws all 
physicians to immediately report in writing to the local 
health officer, who then reports to the State 
Department of Health 

The of Health Services forwards 
the reports to the D M V for confidential use In 

the eligibility of any person to a 
on the highways of this The 

regulations are set forth in Section 410 
Health and Safety and in 

2572, California Ad Title 17. 

Section 410, California Health and Safety Code: 
The State Department of Health Services shall 
define disorders of 
consciousness the purpose of the reports 
herei na fter to: 

I. 	All physicians shall report iately to the 
local health officer in the name, date 
of birth, and of every person 
as a case of a d 
of consciousness. 

2. 

to the 


to it as a case 
by 

3. 	 The state to the State 

4. 

as follows: 
Any person 14 years or older who 
the three years, has 
one or more 

(Culllilluni UII page 2) 



REPORTIN LAWS 
IColli 1m/ell /h)/II puge I} 

a 	 ble. 
caused by 

trauma. abnormalities such as 	 or 
hydrocephalus. circulatory disturbances such as 
Strokes-Adams rome, throm and carotid 
sinus stimulation. caused by convulsive drugs, 
mflammations such as neurosyphilis and 
all fall within the reporting req of the law. 

In the 	 of course, the physician must 
assess the case at hand: is it reportable or . Loss 
consciousness which has a tendency to recur should be 
the physician's The intent the law is to mandate 
reporting of having any condition which has 
caused even one of consciousness or of 
confusion (within ing three years and 
may be recurrent). I n other words, unless the physician 
can 	 state that the condition cannot 
possibly cause recurrent lapses, it should be 

LICENSE VERIFICATIONS 
The Board of Medical Quality Assurance announces 

an improved system for verification of status. 
The new system is assisted and will 
more and accurate than in the 

When an agency requests verification in 
writing, from the Board. we ask that they include the 
reference number and or the 	 of the 
mdividual for whom is being 
This data will then be input into our computer which 
will nt a list the 	 . The list will be in 
Jlphabetical order and . address, year first 
licensed. expi date and status the license. 

Each hospital or agency who 
will a letter explaining the new 

S\'stem in detail and requesting r 
sup either the number or the 
number of the person for whom they are requesting 
\erification license status. 

NE\V APPOINTMENTS 
Governor Brown appointed Ms. Anne Salsburv to 

the Board of Medical Quality Assurance. Ms. Salsbury 
\vill serve on the Division of Allied Health Professions. 
She is the r of the Women's :"-Ieed in San 
Francisco. Her term expires June I, 1980. 

Mr. Ben Winters has also been appointed to the 
Board Medical Assurance and will serve on 
the Division of Med Quality. Mr. is a 
Corporate Management Consultant from Los Angeles. 
He Blanche Bersch and his term expires June I, 
1980. 

OOD FAITH PRIOR EXAMINATION 
A number inq have been directed to the 

Med Board by physicians regarding the n in 
the Business and Professions which deals with 

or dangerous drugs 
without a good faith prior and medical 
indication (B&P Code 

A new law which became January I, 1979, 

committed 
provided 

ing the 
the "on cali" 

conduct 

amended the code and will substantially 
furnishing of 

n will not 
if drugs are 

of these particular 
circumstances. 

The particular circumstances at the the 
n the drugs are: 

L 	 When the physician is a "on call" 
physician serving in the absence of the patient's 
physician and the drugs are prescribed, dispensed 

only as necessary to maintain the 
the return of his or her physician, and 

In no case than 72 hours. 
2 	 The designated "on call" physician transmits the 

order for the drugs to a registered nurse in an 
inpatient who has the 
record at hand provided that the 
physician consults with the nurse who 
has reviewed the patient's record. 

med 

3. 	 The 
the pat 

renewal a medically ind 
an amount not to exceed the prescription 
in st or amount, nor for more than one refill. 

nisin 
records and 

The statute as amended nues to be primarily 
aimed at those who prescnbe quantities 
of dangerous drugs, including controlled substances to 
persons they have not physically examined and who 
have no medical indication which would warrant the 

ng such drugs. Very often such persons may 
be addicted to or abuse the drugs which are 
them. or they may sell them to other persons. 

NUTRITIONAL ADVICE 

January I, 1979, that 
providing advice does not constitute the 
practice of medicine. so long as it is 
"nutritional legislation 
authority to undertake the prevention, treatment, or 
cure disease, pain, 

or to state that any 
injury, or mental or 

physical condition uct might 
cure any or disorder. 

NOTICE-TRIPLICATE PRESCRIPTION BLANKS 
A correction IS ng made to our January 1979 Information can be obtained writing to: 

Action Report article giving the telephone number to 
in ordering triplicate blanks. 

The telephone number regarding information on 
triplicate prescription blanks is (916) 445-9544. 

of J lIstice 
and Branch 

Sacramento, 95813 



IS IPLI 
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Bell, S., ,V1.O. (G-7465) . Kings Point. \lY 
490. 2)SJ B & P Code 
hdcral L'Onviction in 'iew York for medic"itl 
fraud, 
Disciplined \lew York medical board. 
Revoked. swyetl. five "cars probation with 
terms ;Jod conditions 

J I. 1971) 

Boelljer, Roberl L. ,\1.0. (G-J558J -S;JO 
FranCISCo 
23M 13 & P 
Federal cOn\'ictioo. affirmed by C'1un oi 
appeals. for unlawfully prescribing Quaaludc 
and other drugs to many for no legitimate 
medical [lurpos<:, 
Revoked. 
December I. 197iS 

Brown, Willie lee, \1.0. (C-1 J 311) -Fresno 
2411 B & P Code 

made false statement, in billings to 

Decision of 10-22-76 recently upheld 
C"liiornia court of "ppcals. 
Suspended months. stayed. vears 
probatilln with terms and conditions, 
I)ecember n. 19n 

Chamberlain. Rodney 0 .• \1.0. (G-494) Palo 

,""Ito 
2399,5.2391,5. 700.23611 b) and (d). 2]i54 B & P 
Code'. 11154.11156 H & S 
Two SCplllate convictions ror violations of drug 
statutes: prc>crihing without faith 
c"amloatIOn anu med 1 ndication: 
prescribing dangerous drugs to a person known 
to be an habitual Wier: 
~",codeen: gross 

Revo~cd, 


December 21. 1978 

Davis. William S .• ,\1.0. (C-ISOI - Los '-'lolln05 
23')0 B & P Code 
Violation vi rroballonarv condition 
prohibiting tllc alcol101. Conviction for 
driving under the in!luenee of alcohol. rcsulling 

staye{L ten years probution with 
tcrms and conditions, 
December 21. 1978 

Dickerman. Joseph A .. VI.D. (C 14190) -'-:onl1 

'40 good faith examination. no mcdicai 
indication for prescribing controlled drugs to 
pcr;;ons nO! unucr his treatment for palhology 
or condition, 
Revoked. stayed. 5 Year, probalion with Icrms 
and conditions, 
December 21. 19715 

Dixon, David George. \1,0. (G-5251) -Corona 
2361 (I). 2.183. 2399.5. 490 B & P Code 
ConvIction for receiving goods, 
Also. controlled withoui 
good ication. 
Rcvokcu. -,taved. five years prohatlon with 
terms and conditIOns. 
Decemher ~ . 197~ 

Hale. Fredric .-I. .. \1, O. (;\-10111 I) S'Il.:ra nll:nto 

2361(a). (f) B & 

Sc~ual misconduct wilh 

Rc\oked, stayed. 5 years with terms 

and conditions, 

December 21. 1971! 


Hannon. Donald W~ VI.D. {('-IM}7) -Sl. PaUl, MN 

D63 B & 

Ind.:finite suspension of Minnesota license by 

Minot:solU me<Jical board, 

Rcmked. 

'1ovember 20. 197!} 


Lavorgna. Lorenzo Sebastian, M.D. (G-3141l1l) 
\lew York, 

23&3. 490. and (1) B & P Code 

Supulatcd (it;ci,i,)n, 


scx ulli ml$co fld uet. 

Revoked. probation with 

terms and 

December 21. 


Lovell. Harry 0 .. :\1.0. ('\·05463) Vb!u 
2.161.5 	Ii & P Code 

acellsUlion 

17.19n 

Low. Leslie Y .. :\1.0. (A-I~1l52)--St()t:klOn 


1361.5. 2361(;), -1232. c191.5 B & P Code. 

11190,11191. 1151.111:1 H & S 

Stipulated decision, Excessive prescnhmg; 


fuilh ~\aminatilln 

!ailure to muintain 
of uisposiuon of Jungcrous urugs, 

stayed. ten rrohation with 
terms and conditions, 
December II, pnll 

Lyon. Harvey S .• ,'VI.O. (,'\-11921) '\cI'aua Cit\, 
I, 2391.5. ~384 B & P Cnde. I 172. 11156 H 

for prescrihing large '-!uantitles of 
to a person kno"n tn' him to be an 

hihitllUl user: anrcdating Jnd p",auating 
pn:scripuoos" 
Suspended 

With terms 

December 21. 


;V]cClurc, Ross T., M,D. (G-~24)-StlUlh Laguna 
2361(d) and (e). now 2361(0) and (f) B & PCode 
Stipulated deciSion. Sc,xual misconduct with 
patient, 
Re\oked, 
terms and conditions, 
December 20. 197X 

Vlonosson, Ira II., :VI.D. -Los Angeles 
2391 4290, 2J'lO 8 & P Codc, 1136~ H & S 
Stipulated Jcciswn, Issued 
to obtain controlled drugs for 
Rcmked. with 
terms and 
December II. I'ng 

Ravenna. Joseph. Jr., :\1.0. (G-7767) -La Mirada 
2361(-:)' 2361(a). 2411 B & P Code. 
Insurance Code 
Stipulated deCIsion. Made and filed false claims 
10 Insurance company for medical services that 
were not perlormed, 
Re\'ok"u. sla\ed. three Years probation. 
susrcndcd 60 uays. other terms and conditions. 
Decem!'>cr 21. 1970 

Rieber. Saul Michael. \1.0. (A-lI00JJ Ukiah 
2390.23(10), 2391 B & P(\Jdc. 11154. 11155. 

157, It 172(11) H 

d-rug, for 10 

pr~cliee 01 
dangc'folls of 
prohmion, 
Prob,Hion is terminated: order 
restoring previollsly revoked 
repcakd; c:ertirieate revoked, 
November ':'0, 

Robinson. Wayne Lesler. :\<1.0. (C-24431'\) 

for solicitation 

year:) 

Rodas, Jesus :\<1., M.D. IC-15619) -Lo, Angeles 
23995.2"91.5 B & P Code 
Prescribing dangerous drugs 10 [,elsons il e 
kl1<:w Were addicts. 
Revoked. conditional slay. live years rronation 
wilb terms 

San Fruncisc() 

of Ergotamine 

v-t:urs probation with 
terms and condit ions 
'iovcmber n. 197(; 

Shear. Lawrence. :"1.0. 1~) Sama 
Stipulated deci,ion. E.xcessin.: p,..:serihlng: 
prescnbing good faith examination 
Hmi medical indiclltion. 
Revoked. staved. sevcn [lr0O'ltion 
including 180 davs aetual suspension and other 
cond ilions. 
\io\em ber 11. 197" 

Smith. Seymour (>., ,\1.0. (A-6581) San 
Fru nClsco 
2399,5. 2391 B & P Code 
Stipulated Surrender of Certificate, accusCltion 
dismissed. 
:'>/mcmoer 17.1<)71) 

Ubi, Adrian H., VI. O. 156gl) ·San!a 
:::391 B & P Code 
Sl!pula[cd decision. Violated prohation bv 
~dminlstering Demeroi. 
Revoked. staved, [cn \ears probation including 
75 dav" actual wspension and other conditions, 
December 15. 1979 

Warren, .-\Iois Peter, :\<1.0. (A·10992) .. 'Jew 
York, \lY 
231\3.2363.4\10 B & P Code 
Federal iction in 'Jew York ror the 
unlawi'ul,alc or a surDly or !\mpl1eramine 
Suirha[e to an undercover agent. 
License, in '-:cv. York <lnd '-:ew Mexico were 

to discipline, 
Rcvoked. Slaved on ,satisfaction or conditions. 
fiye years rrobation ",i[11 term, ;lnd conditiOn>. 
\lovember :'3. 1971l 



MEDICAL WHAT 

The State of California does not or register 
(MA), nor does it 

such as those given by 
programs, to be a Medical In anv 

n or podiatrist may train an MA in the office. I~ 
to the general office tasks perform, 

MA's may do the following under 
indirect upervision: I 

and su 

rm no other medical procedures, 
may receive a X-Ray 

n certificate through the State rtment of 
Radiologic Health 2151 

Way, Berkeley, CA 94704. 
supervision means that the physician or 

must be physically present in the treatment 
the performance the but 

need not observe the procedure. for the 

THE LA W REQUIR 

ure must be a direct order or a standing 
and must be noted in the patient's medical record. 

If an MA is trained in a medical or office, 
(s)he must a minimum often hours of trainIng in 
each group of procedures (injections and skin or 
skin and venipuncture), and must each 

ten times under The 
giving the 

training and 
have been met, and must 

records. If the 
occurs in a formal program, a copy of 

of training should be in the 
records of each employer. 

For additional information, or co of the law and 
regulations for Medical Assistants, contact the Board of 
Medical Assurance, Division Allied Health 

ns, 1430 Howe Avenue, Sacramento, 
or, phone (916) 

PHYSICIAN'S RESPONSIBILITY TO WRITTEN R D OF 
IMMUNIZATIONS AD 

The any 5. Name physician or agency ad the 
person or organization ad immunizations 
shall furnish each person i or his or her 
parent or guardian, with a written record of 

p 

imm given in form 

Administrative 
written 

or his or her 
ng the 

a by the state 
department (H&S Code, 

The IIfornia req u ires 
d proof by to the 

Immunized or guardian by 
or agency 

which shall contain: 
'lame of person 

2. Binhdate 
3. of vaccine administered 

4. Date of each immunization 

(Administrative Section 6065). 
of the California Record are 

from county health or from 
State Department of Health Services, 

Unit. 2151 Way, Berkeley, 

UNIT 

care 
referrals 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 
BOARD OF MEDICAL QUAlITY ASSURANCE 
1430 HOWE AVENUE 
SACRAMENTO, CA 95825 

Allied Health Professions (916) 920·6347 
Applications and Examinatiom (916) 920·6411 
Continuing Education (916) 920·6353 
Disciplinary Information (916) 920·6363 
Fictitious Names and Corporations (916) 920·6353 
Verification' 01 licenses (916) 920-6343 
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